Reflecting on capabilities and interactions between designers and local producers: through the materiality of the rubber from the Amazon rainforest by Amadeu, Flavia
Title Reflecting on capabilities and interactions between designers and local 





Citation Amadeu, Flavia (2016) Reflecting on capabilities and interactions between 
designers and local producers: through the materiality of the rubber from 
the Amazon rainforest. PhD thesis, University of the Arts London. 
Creators Amadeu, Flavia
Usage Guidelines
Please refer to usage guidelines at http://ualresearchonline.arts.ac.uk/policies.html or 
alternatively contact ualresearchonline@arts.ac.uk.
License: Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial No Derivatives
Unless otherwise stated, copyright owned by the author
 Reflecting on capabilities and interactions 
between designers and local producers 






























Reflecting on capabilities and interactions 
between designers and local producers 

























































































































































































;)∃∀ 6∗(−∋∃(%)!6∀ 4!−)∀ Κ≅;ΗΩ∀ )∗%∀ ∃+1.+∃3∀ −1∀ ∗∀ 0(1∗3∃(∀ ∋∃−41(=∀ ,126(!%!∋&∀
,1227∋!−!∃%8∀ !∋%−!−7−!1∋%∀∗∋3∀ !∋3!+!37∗.%Τ∀ −)∃∀2∗−∃(!∗.∀ !−%∃.9∀)∗%∀0∃∃∋∀ !26(1+∃38∀∗∋3∀
%12∃∀ (700∃(5−∗66!∋&∀ ,1227∋!−!∃%∀ !∋∀ −)∃∀≅2∗Α1∋∀ (∗!∋91(∃%−∀ )∗+∃∀ 0∃&7∋∀ −1∀ 6(137,∃∀
,1.17(∃3∀(700∃(∀%)∃∃−%∀∗∋3∀(700∃(∀∗(−∃9∗,−%:∀>∀4∗%∀.7,=/∀∃∋17&)∀−1∀0∃∀∗0.∃∀−1∀10%∃(+∃∀
)14∀ −)∃∀ %!26.∃∀ −∃,)∋1.1&/∀ 19∀ 6(1,∃%%!∋&∀ ∋∗−7(∗.∀ (700∃(∗ .&∗ 2.08∀ 0∃&∗∋∀ −1∀ &∃∋∃(∗−∃∀



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































−)∃!(∀ (1.∃%∀ ∗(∃∀ ∋1−∀ %∃6∗(∗−∃38∀ ∗%∀ −)∃∀ 6(137,∃(∀2∗/∀ 0∃∀ ∗.%1∀ ∗∋∀ ∗(−!%∗∋8∀ 1(∀ −)∃∀ ,1∋−∃∋−∀ 19∀ −)∃∀ −∃?−∀
∗66.!∃%∀ ∃Β7∗../∀ −1∀ ∗(−!%∗∋%∀ ∗∋3∀ 6(137,∃(%∀4!−)17−∀ ∗∋/∀ ,.∃∗(∀ 3!%−!∋,−!1∋:∀ ∆1(∀ ∃?∗26.∃8∀ −)∃/∀2∗/∀ 0∃∀
6(137,∃(%∀19∀(∗4∀2∗−∃(!∗.%∀Ε∃:&:α∀∋∗−7(∗.∀9!0(∃%8∀∋∗−7(∗.∀(700∃(8∀1(∀,1−−1∋ϑ8∀1(∀∗(−!%∗∋%∀4)1∀41(=∀4!−)∀
)∗∋3,(∗9−%∀Ε∃:&:α∀∃20(1!3∃(/8∀.∗,∃∀2∗=!∋&∀∗∋3∀4∃∗+!∋&ϑ∀1(∀∗∀,120!∋∗−!1∋∀19∀01−):∀;)∃(∃0/8∀−)∃∀7%∃∀19∀


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































   
!














CHAPTER 2: Local and global symbiosis: materiality and ecology of the rubber 
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 2.3.1 Formation of the rubber-tapping communities  
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Communities of rubber production and 
rubber artefacts from the Amazon Rainforest
Objectives of the research
To develop a better understanding of 
the design practice within community context;
To develop methods of analysis and evaluation of the design practice 
within communities of production (raw materials and crafted artefacts);
To perceive practical implications of the design interaction within communities.
Objectives of the field work
To participate of the productive process;
To facilitate the introduction of a new method of doing rubber;
To perceive the creative appropriation of the new material 
into artefacts, which comprises tacit knowledge, memory 
and tradition, besides the sensorial aspects of the material.
Flavia Amadeu
Centre for Sustainable Fashion 
London College of Fashion
University of the Arts London
www.flaviaamadeu.com 
amadeuflavia@gmail.com
From Within to Beyond the Artefacts
Design practice within rubber tapping communities from the Amazon Rainforest
“What lies ‘beyond’
representation is found ‘within’ 
it. (…) it leads us to ask not 
merely what these forms mean, 
but what they do in a network 
of social relations. This is what 
collaborators talk about: the 
capacity of their work to intervene 
in pressing social, environmental 
and political debates; not directly, 
at the expense of the material 
resistance the work embodies, but 
indirectly, through material thinking.” 





Principles for a sustainable design 
practice within local communities 
1.  Constellation or Network of Relations
2.  Diversity and Conviviality
3.  Stories and Narratives
4.  Turning Points
5.  Creative Appropriation
6.  Resilience and Autonomy
How to analyse and evaluate design practice within local communities?
How can design practice within communities contribute to amplify social and environmental sustainability?
Participatory activity within community 
Reflective practive based on Field Work (2011) and Professional Practice (2012)












Kate Fletcher (director of studies), Professor Sandy Black, Dilys Williams
Bibliographycal Reference
Carter, P. (2004) Material thinking : the theory and practice of creative 
research. Melbourne: Melbourne University Press.
!
!!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
∀#∃%&!∋()!∗+,−.∃/012!3041,20!
∀#∃%&∋(!)∗!+,−./0∗!12&345%!63&!78&5&79!:;<%∋845=!>4?≅!Α<?&Β7!Χ&∆&??&;≅!;∃5=&∗Ε!ΦΓ≅!
Η∃45Ι<;&76!Η&78∋&∗!Η&6;4&ϑ&%!−Κ!Λ∋5!,−./(!,−./(!Ι;<#!
366:79ΜΜ;∃45Ι<;&76;&78∋&∗7Γ≅∗8<#Μ<∋;Ν8∃#:∃4=5Μ5&∆7Ν∃5%ΝΟ?<=7ΜΟ?<=7ΜΟ&345%Ν
78&5&7Ν:;<%∋845=Ν?4?≅Ν8<?&7ΝΧ&∆&??&;≅Ν;∃5=&∗!



